My Three Years in America

regard to Telegram No. 145- This must not, however, be dis-
cussed with Lansing, as, for your own strictly personal informa-
tion, action against armed ships will begin immediately.
" VON STUMM."
As the question of the " intensified submarine war/* in con-
sequence of the further course of events, became of no importance,
there is no need for me to go into detail, and I will confine myself
to giving my two answers as follows :
(i) CODED WIRELESS TELEGRAM
" Washington, gth January, 1917.
" Telegrams Nos, 145 and 148 received to-day,
" Request most urgently to postpone further steps till you
have received my answer,
(2) CIPHER TELEGRAM
" Washington, roth January, 19x7.
" In reply to Telegram 148.
" Memorandum Lansing received. In my opinion steps in
sense of this memorandum will cause collapse of Wilson's peace
mediation, and bring about instead a rupture with America,
unless action is postponed at least until agreement is reached with
American Government. It may perhaps be possible to arrange
that Americans should be warned against serving on ships armed
for attack. In any case, however, time must be allowed the
Government here to bring this about* As everything is decided
by Wilson, discussion with Lansing is mere formality. He never
gives an answer until he has received instructions from Wilson,
In present case latter must read memorandum first,
" How much importance your Excellency attaches to Wilson's
peace mediation I cannot judge from here. Apart from that it
is my duty to state clearly that I consider rupture with the United
States inevitable if immediate action be taken on the lines of the
memorandum/'
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